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In  1962  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Education  undertook  a 
survey  and  made  recommendations  concerning  the  school  building 
needs  of  the  City  of  Boston.   It  was  undertaken  with  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  the  School  Committee,  and  the  School  Buildings 
Commission,  and  under  a  contract  with  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority. 

The  report  was  filed  in  May,  1962,  and  was  entitled,  "Boston 
Schools  1962 " .   It  proposed  a  ten-year  school  building  progreun 
requiring  more  than  60  new  schools. 

The  recommendations  were  examined  by  the  Mayor,  the  School  Commit- 
tee, and  the  Redevelopment  Authority  and  have  been  endorsed  by 
each  as  the  foundation  of  the  school  building  program  for  the  City 
of  Boston. 

One  of  the  keystone  recommendations  in  the  report  was  the  proposal 
for  a  new  High  School,  not  only  to  replace  the  present,  inadequate 
English  High  School  building,  but  to  expand  this  school  and 
greatly  improve  and  expand  the  programs  it  would  offer. 

In  the  words  of  the  Report: 

"There  are,  then,  powerful  and  practical  educational 
reasons  for  the  creation  of  a  single,  large  high  school 
providing  each  of  its  students  with  the  facilities  and 
the  educational  program  he  or  she  should  be  receiving." 

Since  the  Report  was  issued,  the  various  City  officials  concerned 
with  the  problem  have  been  endeavoring  to  find  eui  acceptcQsle  and. 
suitable  site. 

The  funds  have  been  made  available  and  their  expenditure  awaits 
only  the  selection  of  a  site  and  the  preparation  of  the  necessary 
plans. 

After  much  study  the  location  in  Lower  Roxbury  adjacent  to  the 
two  new  expressways,  the  Inner  Belt  and  the  Southwest  Expressway, 
was  voted  upon  by  the  School  Department  in  February  of  1966. 
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Characteristics  of  the  Proposed  Campus  High  School 

The  new  Campus  Hiqh  School  will  be  unique  in  Greater  Boston's 
educational  firmament.   Tlie  school  will  offer  a  range  in  curricu- 
lum and  a  range  of  facilities  wider  and  better  than  any  school  in 
Greater  Boston.   To  this  school  will  come  students  from  every  part 
of  the  "^ity,  of  every  background,  of  every  intellectual  level  and 
every  talent.   "This  building  will  be  not  only  unique  educationally 
but  one  of  the  single  most  important  buildings  that  the  f^ity  of 
Roston  is  likely  to  construct  in  this  generation. 

The  proposed  site  of  approximately  45  acres,  while  admittedly 
below  a  suburban  ideal  in  size,  would  permit  construction  of 
buildings  and  playfields  far  above  those  possible  in  most  urban 
institutions  and  above  that  now  available  at  any  other  high 
school  in  the  inlying  part  of  the  Roston  metropolitan  area. 
TTie  high  school  is  eventually  planned  to  accommodate  5,500  boys 
and  girls  in  Grades  9  through  12  who  will  come  from  all  parts  of 
the  city. 

The  Campus  Hiqh  School  will  not  be  one  huge  building  but  a  series 
of  separate  "house"  buildings  which,  in  addition  to  classrooms, 
will  each  contain  many  specialized  facilities  such  as  language 
laboratories,  theater-lecture  halls,  cafeterias  and  libaries. 
Other  buildings  will  be  constructed  to  provide  space  for  science 
labs,  the  performing  arts  (music,  dance,  drama),  graphic  arts, 
an  auditorium,  industrial  arts,  home  arts  and  business  education. 

Why  was  this  location  selected  for  the  new  High  School? 

Many  sites  were  studied  during  the  past  four  years  and  for  one 
reason  or  another  rejected.   This  site  was  finally  selected  as 
having  many  advantages  both  for  the  City  at  large  and  for  the 
surrounding  community. 

Because  the  school  will  serve  the  entire  community,  it  has  to  be 
located  close  to  a  Rapid  '''ransit  station.   'Tie  site  is  close  to 
Dudley  Street  and  the  Forest  Hills-Everett  MBT'A  main  line, 
"Tie  site  will  be  better  served  in  the  future  by  the  new  MBTA  line 
proposed  to  follow  the  main  line  of  the  Mew  York,  ^ew  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad.   When  this  new  line  is  constructed,  the  site 
would  be  served  by  a  new  station  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Roxbury  Crossing. 

The  site,  in  addition  to  being  accessible  to  the  proposed  new 
roads  and  Transit  facilities,  is  ideally  located  in  relation  to 
its  proximity  to  Northeastern,  Symphony  Hall,  the  Museum,  and 
other  cultural  facilities. 


Another  consideration  was  the  present  condition  of  the  site.   It 
is  one  of  the  most  deteriorated  sections  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Development  of  the  area  for  a  new  wiqh  School  will  be  of  sub- 
stantial benefit  to  the  surrounding  community  by  replacing  with 
new  buildings  the  present  vaccint  leind  and  vacant  deteriorated 
and  dilapidated  buildings. 


DIAGRAM  OF  FACILITIES  FOR  PROPOSED  CAMPUS  HIGH  SCHOOL 
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